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In the future, will news archives no longer be accessible?
En el futuro, ¿los archivos de noticias dejarán de ser accesibles? / No futuro, os acervos de 
notícias não serão mais acessíveis? 

ABSTRACT
Humanities research usually relies on journalistic 
material as documental data. Even if some of these 
studies use digital material, they were originally 
physical outlets. As news outlets shift towards digital 
platforms, it is becoming increasingly challenging 
to access historical news archives or even current 
content. This article aims to discuss in what extent 
this information treatment will affect social science 
in the future. 
Keywords: news archives; digital news; digital media; 
news research.

RESÚMEN
La investigación en humanidades suele basarse en 
material periodístico como datos documentales. 
Aunque algunos de estos estudios utilicen material 
digital, originalmente eran productos físicos. A 
medida que los medios de comunicación se trasladan 
a plataformas digitales, se está volviendo cada vez 
más difícil acceder a archivos de noticias históricas 
o incluso contenido actual. Este artículo tiene como 
objetivo discutir en qué medida este tratamiento de 
la información afectará a las ciencias sociales en el 
futuro.
Palabras clave: archivos de noticias; noticias digitales; 
medios digitales; investigación de noticias. 

RESUMO
A pesquisa em humanidades geralmente se baseia 
em material jornalístico como dados documentais. 
Mesmo que alguns desses estudos usem material di-
gital, sua origem vem de veículos físicos. À medida 
que os veículos de notícias migram para plataformas 
digitais, está se tornando cada vez mais desafiador 
acessar arquivos de notícias históricas ou até mesmo 
conteúdo atual. Este artigo tem como objetivo discu-
tir em que medida esse tratamento da informação 
afetará as ciências sociais no futuro.
Palavras-chave: acervos de notícias; notícias digitais; 
mídias digitais; pesquisa de notícias.
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Introduction

News archives play a vital role in preserving and providing access to historical 
records of events, insights into past media practices and cultural norms, and 
valuable resources for research, journalism, and public discourse. They are 
repositories of journalistic production that gather historical records of events 
and provide context for current affairs. The increasing digitalization of news 
archives has made access to these resources easier, but it has also created new 
threats to their preservation and access. 

They are crucial for understanding the evolution of media practices and 
cultural norms, including changes in reporting styles, editorial policies, and 
media technologies. Furthermore, news archives are valuable resources for 
researchers, journalists, educators, and the public, enabling them to analyze 
trends, patterns, and issues across time and space. They also serve as sources 
for journalism, providing background and context for current affairs. News ar-
chives have been used for research into topics such as political history, social 
history, and cultural history. They have also been used for journalism on topics 
such as political scandals, natural disasters, and sports events. Access to news 
archives is crucial for both research and journalism, as it provides a wealth of 
information that is not available through other sources.

News archives are also vital for public access to information. They provide 
a record of events that are of public interest and document the workings of go-
vernment, business, and society. News archives have been used by individuals, 
organizations, and government agencies for a range of purposes, such as legal re-
search, advocacy, and public policy development. They are an essential source of 
information for citizens, providing a means to hold those in power accountable.

For historians, news archives are a great source of data. Few historical sour-
ces permit so many investigation possibilities than that media. Carvalho stressed 
that newspapers in general comprehend two elementary dimensions. First, its dis-
cursive dimension, meaning, its ability to organize the world, to establish facts, to 
produce consensus and to lend meaning to historical experience. Second, but not 
less important, its capacity to enregister the most distinctive cultural, political, 
economic, social, and even natural phenomena (Carvalho, 2016, p. 90).

In fact, the relationship between journalism and history sounds clear in 
sentences like “the journalist is the historian of the instant”, coined during 
the Second World War by the French writer and philosopher Albert Camus; or 
“eyewitness to history” the slogan of a famous radio journalistic show in Latin 
America; or the way the Brazilian reporter Eliane Brum defines herself: A his-
torian of the routine life (Santa-Cruz, 2014).
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Taken as important documentary sources, journalistic periodicals esta-
blish themselves as the memory of society. A memory available and updated 
daily, which has grown exponentially since the 2000s, with the digitization of 
many titles, from small and local newspapers to large ones and of international 
circulation, from the non-current to those still on the streets. 

Recent research conducted in Brazil revealed some challenges in this scenario. 
The study compared how Brazilian newspapers reported the country’s indepen-
dence celebration throughout different historical periods. Brazil got independent 
from Portugal on September 7th, 1822. The research compared how Brazilian ne-
wspapers talked about independence in 1922, the year of its centenary, with the 
approach of Brazilian digital journalistic outlets at the bicentenary in 2022.

To collect data from 1922, we used the digitized archives of newspapers 
hold at Biblioteca Nacional (the most ancient Brazilian library) available onli-
ne, named Hemeroteca Digital. Periodicals are organized by title, year, publi-
cation city, and keywords. The corpus was consistent, reliable, and accessible. 

The situation differs from the experience of collecting data from 2022. First, we 
tried to use Google News, a tool from Google Company that aggregates news from 
sources all over the world (Google News Initiative, 2022). We customized it to select 
stories about the bicentennial at eleven digital outlets.1 The platform delivered the 
select news daily. But the daily email only contained the headlines, not the content, 
even though the news industry is the providers of the aggregator (Ouakrat; Paterson; 
Rebillard; Surm; Moreira-Cesar, 2023). To read the complete articles, we had to click 
on the links. But the content was blocked by the news firewall.

The deadlock led us to formulate some questions. In the future, will it be 
possible to research media history? How will researchers access news archives? 
Will digital news compromise journalistic and historical research? Besides 
that, there is another question: Since a published story may have several daily 
updates, will it be possible to distinguish those different versions? News arti-
cles are documental data for humanities research. To what extent does this in-
formation treatment will affect social science in the future?

This article examines the potential loss of access to news archives, due 
to many factors, and its impact on research and journalism itself, focusing 
on Brazilian examples. First, we will address the digitalization of news archi-
ves and the challenges around their preservation. Following with some issues 
around the subject, we will discuss digital news reliability. In the sequence, we 

1	  Those eleven digital outlets were the most accessed in Brazil according to the July 2022 Comscore 
ranking (Comscore MMX MP – Key Measures – News/Information – Total Internet – July 2022).
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will approach the problem of restricted access to news archives and the conse-
quences of that restriction. 

The digitalization of news archives – open access experiences

In recent years, there has been a shift from print to digital news archives. Several 
news outlets around the world digitized their own archives. At the same time, 
we notice other experiences, as the Google News Archive, the British Newspaper 
Archive, the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America or Brazilian Hemeroteca 
Digital. All of them understand news as important pieces of historical data.

This movement enlarged the access to information. Carvalho (2016, p. 91) 
points out that one of the mainly benefits of digitizing historical collections is 
the fact that it helps democratize access to knowledge:

For a long time, archives, museums, and libraries were the faithful and exclusive 
depositaries of documents. Access was limited: one had to personally go to these 
physical spaces, usually located in major cities, to consult what is public heritage. 
And even when access was granted to these institutions, one had to rely on the avai-
lability of the document, which could already be in use by another user or absent for 
cleaning or restoration, for example. The logic of the Internet has helped subvert 
this logic. Once digitized and made available on the Web, the collection of these ins-
titutions becomes truly public.

Besides, there is the important issue of preservation. Digitalizing prevents 
the handling effects of old documents. At Hemeroteca Digital, for instance, it is 
possible to consult newspapers and pamphlets of the Brazilian Independence 
period, which are rare and could be damaged if constant handled by resear-
chers. Every document faces the possibility of disappearing. Even when re-
searchers use strict consultation methods, wear and tear can occur due to their 
handling of the original document. The integrity of the document can also be 
compromised by factors such as exposure to light, moisture, and manipula-
tion by the researcher. Furthermore, it is important to remember that theft, 
fires, floods, vandalism, and improper storage can all contribute to irreversible 
damage or complete destruction of the document.

But the most relevant contribution of digitalization relies on information 
management. Documents transposed to digital medium can be indexed, that is, 
a reader may locate information without having to read the entire piece, just de-
fining words for the search. Digital documents turn into database. So, looking 
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for specific subjects at the newspaper collections becomes easier and quicker, 
allowing the researcher to cover a more extend corpus or to deepen its study. 

Two different experiences between The United States of America and 
Brazil shows us differences in their approaches to what constitutes the mea-
ning of a comprehensive news archive.

Chronicling America, “a long-term effort to develop an Internet-based, sear-
chable database of U.S. newspapers with descriptive information and select digiti-
zation of historic pages” (National Digital Newspaper Program, n.d.) is an example 
of this shift from printed to digital newspapers. In 2005, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) and the Library of Congress (LC) of the United States 
of America partnered to form the National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP). 
Their goal was to create a digital platform that would bring together newspapers 
from all American states published between 1770-1963, and also to establish a set of 
best practices for newspaper digitization (Library of Congress, n.d.). 

The project derived from a program that previously funded state-level pro-
jects to locate, describe (catalog), and selectively preserve (via treatment and 
microfilm) historic newspaper collections in that state, published from 1690 to 
the present (National Digital Newspaper Program, n.d.).

The website became available to the public in 2007 and continue to absorb 
new materials. There is no cost for accessing or using this database. It now con-
tains selected newspapers from every U.S. state and territory published bet-
ween 1770-1963. It is a searchable database that is unique among other news-
paper digitization projects in the United States in that it provides users with 
access to the entire corpus of images, recognized words, and descriptive catalo-
ging data for researchers to download and reuse. 

The NDNP state partners, who are responsible for selecting and digitizing 
approximately 100,000 newspaper pages, receive awards to contribute to the 
Chronicling America collection. Participants primarily digitize from microfilm 
holdings, selecting technically-suitable film, bibliographic completeness, di-
versity, and “orphaned” newspapers. Each newspaper that has been selected 
for digitization is accompanied by a “title essay” that provides supplementary 
description, including basic information about the paper, its geographic area, 
political and religious affiliations, and specialized audiences, as well as discus-
sions of editors, publishers, and significant events covered by the paper during 
the relevant time period (National Digital Newspaper Program, n.d.).

Although Chronicling America provides free access to information about his-
toric newspapers, it is important to note that it is not a complete collection of ne-
wspapers. It contains “historic newspapers pages”. What is preserved and open 
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to consult has been through a selection process. There is no information availab-
le about the criteria of considering an article or story as historic. When research 
uses the website, they will access a material that has already been filtered by so-
meone else criteria, not his own (not for saying that the journalist work has itself 
done a previous selection about what facts deserve to appear at the paper). 

By the other hand, Hemeroteca Nacional displays entire collections of 
Brazilian newspapers since they are available for digitalization and are free-co-
pyright. The project is part of the Biblioteca Nacional Digital (BNDigital), an 
open, interconnected system focused on preserving Brazil’s documentary me-
mory, launched at 2006 (Fundação Biblioteca Nacional, n.d.b). 

Biblioteca Nacional is the agency responsible for executing the governmen-
tal policy of capturing, storing, preserving, and disseminating the country’s in-
tellectual production. With over 200 years of history, it is the oldest Brazilian 
cultural institution. It has a collection of approximately nine million items and, 
therefore, has been considered by Unesco (United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization) as one of the world’s main national libraries.

In 2011, the agency created Hemeroteca Digital, a portal of national periodi-
cals that allows broad online access to newspapers, magazines, yearbooks, bul-
letins, and serial publications. With entirely free access and the possibility of 
printing the desired pages, researchers from anywhere in the world can consult 
titles that include everything from the first newspapers created in the country 
– such as the Correio Braziliense and Gazeta do Rio de Janeiro, founded in 1808 – 
to newspapers that were extinct in the 20th century, such as the Diário Carioca 
and Correio da Manhã, or that no longer circulate in print form, like the Jornal 
do Brasil (Fundação Biblioteca Nacional, n.d.a).

Even though its physical news archives may achieve 17 km of shelves, not all 
of them are digitized. BNDigital only provides documents in the public domain 
or with authorization for publication from the copyright holder (Fundação 
Biblioteca Nacional, n.d.). Albeit the published material holds the publication 
authorization, the researchers must ask another permission for use from the 
copyright holder. This exigence may difficult the study and even delay it due to 
bureaucratic procedures.

So, as we may notice, those two examples of public archives highlight some 
questions. The first one is related to the content itself – entire collection or se-
lected parts? When the public agent offer free access to news content, should it 
be in its entirety or does the institution may deliver filtered pieces? The answer 
to that question is intertwined with the purpose of releasing the content, as 
with the context of its production. 
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The second one is pertinent to the copyright question. As some news orga-
nizations may have strict copyright policies that restrict access to their archi-
ves, this can reduce the public content at portals like Hemeroteca Digital. This 
can make it difficult for researchers, journalists, and members of the public to 
access and use historical news content. In some cases, news organizations may 
charge high fees for access to their archives or may require permission from the 
copyright owner before content can be used or republished. Additionally, the 
copyright status of older news content can be unclear or difficult to determine, 
which can further complicate efforts to access and use these materials. In the 
next section, we will present some newspapers owners cases.

There is also aspects of digital archives preservation and the access techno-
logy issue, which will be addressed in another section of this article. 

The digitalization of news – outlets experiences

The biggest newspapers in the world digitized their entire historical collections 
but access is not free as it may appear. More than 13 million articles of The New 
York Times, from 1851 to the present are available on the Internet for subscri-
bers only, in a project called Time Machine, made in partnership with Google 
Cloud2 (Ringel, 2023). The British The Guardian and The Observer, controlled by 
the same group, also digitized their content from the end of the eighteenth cen-
tury to the early years of the 2000. Although full access to almost 1,5 million 
pages of newspapers is paid, it is possible to have a free subscription that allows 
the person to search, create and share clippings in reduced archive. “Digital re-
productions of every page, article and advertisement published in the Guardian 
from 1821-2003 and in the Observer from 1791-2003 can be viewed online via the 
subscription service, newspapers.com” (The Guardian, 2017). 

Even with this free account, there is a delay in the editions. Only full subs-
criptions get the current edition. 

In Brazil, the main newspapers followed the same line: O Globo, O Estado 
de São Paulo, and Folha de S. Paulo digitized their entire historical collection 
(Santa-Cruz, 2016). O Globo was founded in 1925 by journalist Irineu Marinho, 
whose family later built the largest Latin American media conglomerate, Grupo 
Globo. Folha de S. Paulo was born as an evening newspaper in 1921, and after a 
fusion with two other papers in 1960, assumed its current name. O Estado de São 

2	  The newspaper also offers a free account that gives limited access to articles per month, making 
difficult to conduct academic searches at its archives without paying.

https://theguardian.newspapers.com/
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Paulo, also known as Estadão, is one of the oldest newspapers in circulation in 
the country, being created in 1875.

In none of them, although there is no need of a subscription, non-subscri-
bers have full access to recent editions. At Folha, there is a gap of six months 
in the newspaper’s editions. At O Globo and O Estado de São Paulo, editions are 
one-month behind. So, the access to newly editions remains paid and traces a 
problem to academic research.

In spite of these facts, all three have memory projects, in which they use 
their past editions to elaborate new stories and products. This is a different way 
of old articles to become news again, but of course do not eliminate tough as-
pects around the free access to historical edition of newspapers. O Globo and 
Folha de S. Paulo organized its collection in 2011, while O Estado de São Paulo did 
it one year later.

O Estadão already emerged with the awareness of the importance of preser-
ving its production. Since the first issue it always archived two copies of each 
edition. This archive, in 2012, was transformed into an editorial department, 
changing its name to Acervo Estadão. In addition to continuing to physically 
store the collections of the print newspaper, Estadão began digitizing all the 
material, which can be accessed by subscribers of the vehicle through the web-
site since May 23, 2012. In addition to making available the content published 
in the 148 years of the periodical, it also allows consultation of unpublished ma-
terial related to the years 1972 to 1975, a period when the newspaper was under 
prior censorship during the Brazilian military dictatorship.

Although it calls itself an online archive, it produces content on some topi-
cs, such as the Week of Modern Art, Brazilian coins, Cold War, etc., from the 
material of the vehicle itself. Its homepage, in fact, resembles the homepage of 
a journalistic website, which clearly indicates its status as a content producer. 
It is possible to consult texts about personalities of Brazil, the world, or specific 
areas of knowledge (Science, Politics, Economy, Sports, Culture). It also offers 
its own material about places (neighborhoods, parks, cities, churches, etc.). 
And under the news section, it produces journalistic news with archive mate-
rial, updated from journalistic hooks.

Acervo Estadão not only produces new articles with material from its archi-
ves, but also produces specific content for other media. Thus, the Acervo main-
tains accounts on Twitter (twitter@estadaoacervo) and Instagram (instagram.
com/estadaoacervo/), as well as a fan page on Facebook (facebook/arquivoes-
tadao) and a blog updated daily. For this, the editorial department has 11 pro-
fessionals, including journalists, archivists, and librarians (Santa-Cruz, 2016).
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Despite these other uses of the news archives, as source for their own pa-
trons, there is an early digitalization experience. Jornal do Brasil (JB) was the first 
Brazilian newspaper digitized in 2010, as part of the Google News Archive pro-
ject (Google News, 2011). Google launched that tool in 2008, declaring and ended 
it three years later, even though the digited papers are still online. The project 
intended to digitize the printed editions of newspapers and dispose them freely 
on a website. It contains titles from various countries, mostly English editions. 
Related to Jornal do Brasil, Carvalho indicates that the results are limited. 

Firstly, the JB collection has not been fully digitized. There are no editions available for 
the period between 1891-1929, except for the solitary issue of December 31, 1910. From 
the 1930s to the 1990s, most editions have been digitized, but there are abundant gaps 
in various years. From 2000 to 2010, no editions of the newspaper are available for con-
sultation. Secondly – which sounds quite surprising for a company that revolutionized 
internet search – the Google News Archive did not index the content, or it was not offe-
red to the user. In other words, it is not possible to search for keywords. The project did 
not take into consideration aspects such as indexing, complete coverage of the archive, 
historical context of the digitized material, user participation in the error correction 
process, among others. Thus, the historical archive of one of the most important news-
papers in Brazilian press was brought to the Internet in a precarious way, offering few 
advantages for researchers and the general public. (Carvalho, 2016, p. 97)

The results confirm what Ventura concluded, when studied the archives 
of Portuguese newspaper Público Norte case: many of the archival aids have 
migrated to the digital environment without being designed for that purpose 
(Ventura, 2020). The author emphasizes that studies have shown that the as-
sumptions that have guided the representation of information on digital plat-
forms are traditional normative-instrumental assumptions, characteristic of 
traditional archival research instruments focused on the description of docu-
ments, but which escape the understanding of the user.

Due to these negative results, the owner of Jornal do Brasil asked Biblioteca 
Nacional to redo its digitalization and include it under Hemeroteca Digital. 
Regardless the fact that the library was conducting the digitalization of its phy-
sical collections, and JB was not one of those collections, the institution accep-
ted the demand and prioritized the newspaper digital archiving. 

Those examples underline the challenges around digital news archives, 
being public or private ones. In the next section, we will examinate the ques-
tions about their preservation. 
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Digital archives preservation

Access to news archives is at risk due to several factors, including funding cuts, 
technological changes, and business decisions by news organizations. Many news 
organizations face financial pressures that can lead to cost-cutting measures, inclu-
ding reducing the resources allocated to archiving and digitization. Additionally, 
the rapid pace of technological change can make older technologies and formats 
obsolete, making it difficult to preserve and access older archives. Finally, some 
news organizations may choose to limit access to their archives for business or le-
gal reasons, such as protecting their intellectual property or avoiding liability.

Another significant issue that arises when accessing digital news archives 
is that of preservation (Formenton; Gracioso, 2020). Physical newspapers and 
journals were often stored in archives or libraries, ensuring that the informa-
tion contained within was preserved for future generations. However, in the 
digital age, where news outlets may shut down or be taken offline, there is a 
risk that valuable historical data will be lost forever.

As we move towards a more digital media environment, there is a risk that 
valuable historical data may be lost forever. News outlets may shut down or be 
taken offline, or data may be lost due to technical failures or human error.

The application of preservation strategies for digital documents is a prio-
rity, as without them there would be no guarantee of long-term access, reliabi-
lity, and integrity of the documents (Arellano, 2004). The main problem rela-
ted to the preservation of digital archives is technical obsolescence (Verdegem; 
Slats, 2004). It is necessary to ensure that these files can be read by future tech-
nologies. It is well known inside media sector the case of Betacam technology.

The Betacam case is a well-known example of technological obsolescence. 
Betacam was a professional video format introduced by Sony in 1982, which 
quickly became the standard format for broadcast-quality video production. 
However, with the advent of digital video technology in the 1990s, Betacam be-
came increasingly obsolete.

Despite being a high-quality and reliable format, the system was eventually re-
placed by more advanced digital video formats, which offered higher resolution and 
better image quality. As a result, many broadcasters and production companies swit-
ched to these newer formats, leaving Betacam equipment and tapes largely unused.

This led to a situation where Betacam equipment and tapes became increa-
singly difficult to find, and maintenance and repair services became more ex-
pensive. As a result, many companies were forced to replace their equipment 
with newer technology, resulting in significant costs.
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This case highlights the challenges of technological obsolescence, where 
technologies that were once dominant can quickly become outdated and un-
supported, leading to significant costs and challenges for businesses and in-
dustries that rely on them. It also draws attention to the importance of anti-
cipating and planning for technological change, and the need to continually 
innovate and adapt in order to stay competitive.

Wiggins (2001) analyses digital archives menaces, calling them as digital death. 
Digital archives preservation can be threatened beyond physical destruction also 
by the replacement of news information without maintaining the older one; loss 
of information by a redesign of the web pages; adoption of new formats or langua-
ges; overwriting of technology and even by the accidental deletion of content. 

As Edwardes (2004) brings out, preserving digital media is complex due to the 
ephemeral character of internet and electronic archives. 

One illustration of those treats is what happens to O Estado de São Paulo ne-
wspaper. After ten years of Internet, the outlet took some arrangements about its 
website, and decided to delete the older archives because it changed the warehouse 
software. So, the media lost a decade of digital content which is irrecoverable. 

At that moment, most digital newspapers page was almost an electronic re-
production of its print version. That explains why newspaper executives were not 
so preoccupied about losing the digital material. They could retrieve most of it by 
access the print copies of Estadão, stored at its own archive. But this context chan-
ged a lot, and now the Internet is the mainly platform for news stories, not only 
at Estadão, but at the majority of newspapers. Many content is available exclusi-
vely online. Some newspapers do not circulate in print form anymore. The Latin 
American news media landscape has undergone significant changes in recent 
years due to the widespread adoption of digital technologies. Being aware of digi-
tal preservation threats are mandatory for acknowledging future media studies.

Restricted access to digital news archives

News articles are an essential tool for studying social science, documenting the 
events and ideas that shape our societies. As our world becomes increasingly 
digital, news outlets are shifting towards online platforms, which may make it 
harder for researchers to access historical data.

As we pointed, access to digital news archives may be restricted due to co-
pyright restrictions, limited resources, privacy concerns, legal issues, business 
models and technical limitations. 
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Access to news archives is at risk due to a range of factors, including fun-
ding cuts, technological changes, and business decisions by news organiza-
tions. Funding cuts have impacted public archives and libraries, making it diffi-
cult to preserve and provide access to historical records. Technological changes 
have made it easier to store and provide access to digital archives, but they have 
also created new challenges, such as the need for ongoing digital preservation 
and the obsolescence of older technologies. Business decisions by news organi-
zations, such as the closure of newspapers or the decision to focus on current 
news rather than archival content, can also impact access to news archives.

Another challenge presented by the shift towards digital news is the issue 
of access. In many cases, digital news outlets are hidden behind paywalls or 
other restrictions, making it difficult for researchers to access and analyze his-
torical data. This can be particularly problematic for researchers working with 
limited budgets or resources.

Copyright restricts may apply since news organizations could restrict access to 
their archives to protect their intellectual property rights, holding their content for 
their own use or controlling who and for what purposes that material can be used. 

Digitizing and maintaining an archive can be expensive and time-consuming, 
especially for smaller news organizations. Limited resources may make it difficult 
for them to provide full access to their archives.

Although it is not very common, another explanation for the restriction of 
access is that news archives may contain sensitive or personal information about 
individuals, and news organizations may restrict access to protect their privacy. 
Also, in some cases, access to news archives may be restricted due to legal issues 
such as court orders, confidentiality agreements, or national security concerns.

The main fact, whatsoever, remains aggregated about business models. Some 
news organizations may restrict access to their archives in order to monetize their 
content through paywalls or subscription models. That is the case about Brazilian 
examples as outlets charge for non-subscribers access to their content.

Technical limitations are, without any doubt, between the main factors 
that can limit the access to digital news: older archives may be in formats that 
are not compatible with modern technology, which can make it difficult to ac-
cess and digitize the content.

Overall, the reasons for restricting access to digital news archives can be 
complex and multifaceted and may vary depending on the specific news orga-
nization and the content of the archives.

Before speaking of the consequences of restricted access to digital news ar-
chives, it is important to mention an issue that is at the heart of online journalism. 



Lucia Santa-Cruz
In the future, will news archives no longer be accessible?

13
Acervo, Rio de Janeiro, v. 37, n. 1, p. 1-17, Jan./Apr. 2024
Memory and history: potencies and tensions in the uses of private archives

Digital news reliability

Researchers are now relying on online platforms to access data that was once 
found in physical outlets such as newspapers and journals. While digital plat-
forms may make data more accessible in some cases, they also pose significant 
challenges to researchers.

For example, one significant issue that arises when accessing digital news ar-
chives is that of reliability. Physical newspapers and journals were generally con-
sidered reliable sources of information, and researchers could trust that the infor-
mation contained within was accurate. However, in the digital age, where news 
outlets are competing for clicks and views, accuracy is not always a top priority.

There is another question: Since a published story may have several daily 
updates, will it be possible to distinguish those different versions? The dynamic 
nature of online news presents further challenges. Since a published story may 
have several daily updates, researchers must find a way to distinguish between 
different versions of the same story accurately. The dynamic nature of online 
news presents another challenge for researchers. As I mentioned earlier, news 
articles are often updated throughout the day, with new information added or 
old information revised. While this may be useful for journalists and readers 
seeking the most up-to-date information, it makes it difficult for researchers to 
distinguish between different versions of the same story accurately.

Physical newspapers and journals were often considered to be reliable sour-
ces of information, but the same cannot always be said for digital news outlets. 
In some cases, digital news outlets may prioritize sensationalism or clicks over 
accuracy, leading to misinformation and incomplete or inaccurate data.

News articles are often updated throughout the day, making it difficult for 
researchers to distinguish between different versions of the same story. This 
can lead to inaccuracies and inconsistencies in research findings.

Another concern is whether digital news will compromise journalistic and 
historical research. While digital news may provide more convenient access to 
information, it may also result in a loss of the original context and nuances of 
the article. Additionally, there may be a risk of digital news being altered or 
deleted, which could impact the accuracy and reliability of research findings.

Another issue with digital news is the potential for alteration or deletion. 
Unlike physical newspapers, digital content can be easily altered or deleted, 
which can impact the accuracy and reliability of research findings. To mitigate 
this risk, researchers must be careful to document the version of an article they 
are using and ensure that the data they are using is as reliable as possible.
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Consequences of restricted access to digital news archives

Losing access to news archives can have significant consequences for various 
stakeholders. Historians and researchers may lose access to critical historical 
records, limiting their ability to understand the context of past events and the 
evolution of media practices. Journalists may lose valuable resources for inves-
tigating and reporting on current issues, limiting their ability to provide in-
-depth analysis and commentary. Educators may lose valuable teaching resour-
ces, limiting their ability to provide students with insights into media practices 
and cultural norms. Finally, the public may lose access to information that is 
essential for informed decision-making, limiting their ability to participate in 
public discourse and hold institutions accountable.

Losing access to news archives has a significant impact on research, jour-
nalism, and public discourse. Research into historical events and trends is li-
mited without access to news archives, making it difficult to understand the 
context of current affairs. Journalism is also impacted, as journalists rely on 
news archives for background and context on current events. Without access to 
news archives, journalists may not be able to provide accurate or comprehen-
sive reporting. Public discourse is also impacted, as access to news archives is 
essential for citizens to hold those in power accountable.

Restricted access to digital news archives can have significant consequen-
ces for society and individuals alike. The first impact is the loss of historical 
memory. As news archives provide a record of the past, including major events, 
social trends, and cultural changes, restricting access to these archives means 
that future generations may not have access to this information, leading to a 
loss of historical memory and understanding. Even though some news archives 
allow researchers and public in general to consult older editions, they do not 
permit they follow facts when they happen, unless as a subscriber. 

Access to digital news archives can help individuals and organizations ve-
rify information and fact-check claims made by individuals or groups. Without 
this access, it can be difficult to distinguish between accurate and inaccurate 
information, which can lead to misinformation and confusion.

Another general issue is related with the lack of accountability. Online 
news archives can serve as a record of the actions of governments, businesses, 
and other organizations. Restricting access to these archives can make it easier 
for these entities to avoid accountability for their actions, as there will be less 
information available to the public.

Digital news archives provide a wealth of primary sources for humanities 
researchers, including history, literature, cultural studies and, of course, media 
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studies, to analyze and interpret. Access-restrictions limits the scope and depth 
of research that can be conducted, leading to a narrower understanding of his-
torical and cultural events.

Besides, digital news archives provide a record of events as they were re-
ported at the time, which can differ from the way events are remembered or 
interpreted later on. Restricting access to these archives can limit the ability of 
humanities researchers to understand how events were perceived and reported 
at the time, leading to incomplete or inaccurate narratives. By the same way, 
news can provide insight into cultural trends and attitudes, such as changing 
views on social issues or popular culture. If researchers have limited access to 
news archives, it may interfere with the ability of humanities researchers to 
analyze and understand these trends, leading to a limited understanding of cul-
tural shifts over time.

Another point is that many humanities researchers rely on digital news ar-
chives to study events and trends that may have significant social and political 
implications. If they are not able to access the whole content of newspapers, 
they may miss important articles or views, raising ethical concerns around cen-
sorship and academic freedom.

But mainly, the first and biggest concern is about the media collection pre-
servation. Facing so many challenges, media outlets may be not so worried 
about collecting and guarding their production towards future researchers. The 
scenario includes the social media menaces to the extent of traditional news 
outlets but also how society relates with journalism itself. That framework 
leads us to examine the question of digital archives preservation for history.

Final notes

As we have seen, the transition towards digital media is changing the way we 
access and consume news, and this is having a significant impact on humani-
ties research. Historically, newspapers and other print media outlets were the 
primary sources of information for researchers studying media history. These 
physical outlets were archived in libraries and other institutions, making it re-
latively easy for researchers to access the material they needed. Those archives 
are generally free access, so the information circulates publicly.

However, as more and more news outlets shift towards digital platforms, 
it is becoming increasingly challenging to access historical news archives. This 
is because digital content is often subject to paywalls or other forms of content 
restrictions, which can make it difficult or even impossible for researchers 
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to access the material they need. Additionally, digital content is often stored 
on servers that are subject to data breaches or other security vulnerabilities, 
which can put historical news archives at risk.

Furthermore, it is essential that news outlets themselves take responsibili-
ty for preserving their digital archives. This can be accomplished, for instance, 
through partnerships with digital libraries and archives or by developing their 
own internal systems for archiving and preserving historical data.

One potential solution to this problem is the development of open-access dig-
ital news archives. These archives would be freely accessible to researchers and 
journalists, ensuring that everyone has access to the same historical data. While 
this solution may require a significant investment of resources, it would ulti-
mately benefit society by promoting transparency and accountability in media.

In conclusion, the changing media landscape poses significant challenges 
for humanities research. This article aimed to approach the potential loss of 
access to news archives, due to many factors, and its impact on research and 
journalism itself, focusing on Brazilian examples. The paper did not intend to 
propose ways of solving this problem, since it would demand an in-dept discus-
sion. The goal was to point out some issues about news preservation.  

As we move towards a more digital environment, it is crucial to ensure that 
historical news archives remain accessible to researchers, while also maintai-
ning the reliability and accuracy of the data. Restricted access to digital news 
archives can have severe consequences for humanities research, including li-
mitations on the availability of primary sources, incomplete narratives, im-
pacts on cultural analysis, challenges to interdisciplinary research, and ethical 
considerations. Therefore, it is important to maintain access to these archives 
to ensure that researchers can continue to access valuable information and in-
sights from the past.
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